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Says CIA fo Blame
For Cuban Fiasco '

By DREW PEARSON
WASHINGTON, April 24—The tragedy of the Cuban
Freedom Fighters points directly to one of the most

terious, most powerful agencies of government—
Intelligence, o

Sitting on a bluff overlooking the gorge of the Potomac River
above Washington, this so-called “super-duper sfg agerncy” is just
as aloof In actual operation as I its location. members don’t
have to answer to Congress. Its ac. T
counts are not.scrutinized by the general . :

accounting office. In fact, its personnel is
not even known, '

Every other department lg required to
publish the number of jts personnel
the names of its personnel. But not Central
Intelligence. Every other ' department of
government Is required to, five an acoount.
ing to Congress of fundy:spent before It
gets more money, Not Oenlml Intelligence.
» Established after the.war to engage
quite frankly in esplonage and undercover
activities, Central Int ence is a fxem
sary offshoot of the ot war. And it
scored some fmportant achlevements. It. -
has also Jet the USA; in for some tragic
defeats, . ) Ay o

Becauge of these'Mefoats, theie's grow-
Ing sentiment .on, gfapitol HIN .to make
Central Intelligence:iJust as answerable for .
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an_accounting ag other agency. Tn'a ovex'ﬂ.ﬁ!}d"u dﬁbckl !
and balances which ‘&s done a pretty good job t}; ﬂﬁi-.’,_tbo yehrs,

Central Intelligenod§§ the only bureau not subjedt el W4t to clieck
or balance, A R S
A o B AR T

IN THE CUBAN \fiasco, Central Intelligence began ,working
on an invasion by exjijs long before Kennedy emged oftiy. Cuban
‘volunteers were segfitly trained and -equipped Jn Guatesals and
Nicaragua. £, st

The invasion v

: Best scheduled for last Novinber, but Preal-
wed it proper to check with the man who

":‘:ﬂd vwien he outlined the p

dent Eisenhower if
was 10 succeed hp to Xennedy,
the latter seemy ken nbnck, He did not say shything agains

going ahead, buff !;:WO,W&"' sensed that he miglf be opposed, 80
*

held up the invagl
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{: fumt rrnouncement, the day gdter his elcction,
LH/0efn 88 Allen Dolles, brother of the lste Jo}él
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1 0 £ on. Capitol, 0f. 4he. idea behind the .

plan. There l&o:tu' 12 gf bt ot (e mixhiner fn which it was
*‘l:rled out‘ 2. ?t" T r‘\- v"-'-‘it"A ) R -

Some axiled leaders argited stfdﬁg’lyz against a- direct invasion,

b
inted to have small groups ‘infiltrate. the Escambray Mountains
ﬂ' bg:mnittcd _tq-vthe*origlnal- invasion plan, ;

istead. But the CIA was
1t proceeded as planned, "

reported. The CJA ha
exiled leaders warnéd
peasants with fo
. Only one lan
joined the g 9. ha Escambray:Mountains. The other land-
ing forces were Targely sVacuated, tHough several were left behind.
" Many are protisbly casualties; the others possibly have fled to the

mountains, . | Y o
The whole eplsoda.can only be described 4s a CIA fiasco. Our
ﬁn A playing n grim game with the

chak-and-dagger ve
lives of Cuban fighters, many of whom have now been

for a mass -uprisln§.
0]

mﬁd&sm ‘had~ won the ::fain f ‘the
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ACTUALLY Tlﬁ I \gﬂon was more of & flasco than generally
(]

ty of the
land and mediciné; that- they wouldn't revolt. -
g force reached its-objective. This force has now

abandoned. One reason President Kenncdy is now consldering more

direct irtervention fs the moral obllgation we owe to the frecdom
fighters we left behind,

The Cuban faiiure comes on top of some other CIA failures
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